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Expansion of the European Research Area to the Balkans

Proposal by the Mayor of Thessaloniki for the creation of a Virtual Interbalkan University at the opening of the telecommunications interconnection project among Universities

 

Thessaloniki has been the pole of attraction for distinguished personalities from Europe and especially the Balkan countries, both from the academic community and the telecommunications sector at the opening of the SEEREN project. It is a cooperation project in the framework of the expansion of the European Research Area to South-eastern Europe through the development of telecommunication networks.

 

At the opening ceremony, the Mayor of Thessaloniki, Mr. Vassilios Papageorgopoulos pointed out that “such meetings turn the will for cooperation into reality, creating communication channels between the most dynamic sectors of local societies, i.e. academic communities. Nowadays, knowledge has two main features: its volume which increases daily and needs to be codified and its dissemination rate. The higher this is, the greater effect it has on knowledge and its diffusion. This leads to further development of the broader region which receives and integrates knowledge, first, at a research/scientific level and, then, at a productive – social level.”

 

Mr. Papageorgopoulos stressed the special importance of the initiative to expand the European Research Area to the Balkan region through the development of telecommunication networks interconnecting universities. Indeed, he pointed out that “communication among big academic centres has been characterized as of major importance by the Mayors of major Balkan cities in the framework of all Meetings of Major Balkan Cities Network which we established in 2000. All Mayors stressed the need to create an International Interbalkan University and we came to the conclusion that the most appropriate and direct way to approach this target is the creation of a virtual University, a Virtual Institute, a virtual teaching and research environment; this is also one of the main targets of the Action Plan on Science and Technology in the Western Balkans and candidate Balkan countries.”

 

Mr. Papageorgopoulos announced this proposal on behalf of the Mayors of 30 of the largest Balkan cities, on the occasion of the implementation of SEEREN Project aiming at creating and making proper use of the necessary infrastructure so as to develop an on-line studies system. He, therefore, invited European Union officials to fund this venture, and the representatives of academic communities to make good use of the infrastructure created and to move through Interbalkan University cooperation to the implementation of this project.

